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Dear Family

I don’t know about you, but I cannot believe what I am seeing and hearing
this election season. This is not a message of who to vote for, or who to vote
against, but it is a message of how we can live in this world, and yet not be of
this world. Maybe we can help change the world. Our world seems angrier,
more frustrated, and more fearful than I have seen in a long time. Maybe we,
as Christ’s followers, can make a difference.

What I am talking about is applying the truth of James 1:19-20, “My dear
brothers, take note of this: everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak
and slow to become angry.” I feel the ministry here is to listen first. Applying
this verse is a ministry and people will be changed if you do it. The
application is to listen more and speak less (and boy is this hard for me).
Listening is a blessing to the one you are listening to. You are giving them
time; you are saying, “You’re important to me,” because you are giving
something that is in limited supply and you are focused on what they are
saying. You most likely will not be asked to solve anything, change anything,
buy something, or do something. You are just helping someone become
important by allowing them to express themselves – giving someone value by
listening to them. I am trying this and we will see what happens.

I will say, it doesn’t cost anything to listen. You can’t buy more time for your
life. You cannot extend a day to what you have, and if you misuse your time,
you can never get it back. But James says that listening is important for your
spiritual growth. You are to listen to others and listen to God’s Word (vs. 22).

I believe if we will practice listening to others and God, we will help calm
down our world. We will diminish fear because if we are slow to anger, people
will share more of their frustration, their hurts and their fears. You have
decided to listen to them; you decided to walk besides them – to be with
them.

When we are slow to speak, we think about what we are saying. We think
about how our words will impact others. We care more about the person we
are listening to and how they will respond. We want them to know we care
and respect them.

Our world is in need of people who are quick to listen, slow to speak and slow
to become angry. I believe it’s a ministry and a spiritual development. It takes
away from being self-centered and helps us to put others first. The world
needs you and me to become better listeners.

His child,

Pastor Steve
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A SPIRITUAL AWAKENING
PROFILE OF CINDY IIYAMA
BY KATHY AISO

during life’s most difficult moments. — Our Daily Bread

Through a vision, God revealed a snapshot of Cindy
Iiyama’s future. At the time, it didn’t make any sense. On
January 17, 2005, it all became real. After experiencing a
subdural hematoma (bleeding in the brain), Cindy was
taken from work by ambulance to UCLA Medical Center in
Westwood. Emergency surgery was performed. Just like in
Cindy’s vision, she saw herself in the hospital. She was

wearing a motorcycle-type helmet and eating pureed hospital food.
There were visitors from work — like Arlene, a co-worker. Cindy
became filled with awe as all these details from her vision came true
before her eyes. It was a confirmation of God tenderly watching over
her at a most crucial time.

KEEPING IN TOUCH WITH GOD
Although Cindy was not attending church, she kept in contact with God
by talking and praying to Him. Before becoming ill, she pleaded to God,
“Lord, I need a year off from work.”  God answered her prayer about
getting a year off because, from the time she was admitted to the
hospital, she was out for 51 weeks from work. For too many years she
had worked overtime, putting in as many as 16 to18 hours a day. She
was physically and mentally spent.

The year of Cindy’s operation, she returned to GVBC on December 25.
In time, she became part of the Evangelism Ministry, Friday Food
Ministry, and Guest Relations Team as well as joining “The Rock”
community group in April 2006. This gives her a deep sense of
satisfaction to help and minister to the homeless at the Friday Food
Ministry. She is thankful, too, for all the friends she has made through
the different ministries. After ten years of returning to GVBC, God said
it is time. Pastor Layne Wakuta baptized her on December 27, 2015.

WISELY CHOSE TO BELIEVE IN GOD
A native of Los Angeles, Cindy grew up in Hollywood. At age four she,
her parents and two older sisters — Alice and Linda — moved to
Gardena. Cindy’s mother, Ida, who grew up receiving her education
from Catholic nuns in Japan, encouraged Cindy to believe in God. With
her mother’s assistance, Cindy memorized Psalm 23 as a prayer. With
Cindy’s father, Kohey — an avowed atheist — her parents’ religious
beliefs contrasted sharply. As a young child, she wisely chose to
believe in God.

While at Peary Middle School in the mid-1970s, fellow classmates
Sharon Gekko and Marian Kobata invited Cindy to GVBC. She
accepted and attended Teen Christian Fellowship (TCF) where she
received Christ. She began attending Sunday school, but being shy
about answering questions aloud in class, dropped out.

GOD HAS OTHER PLANS FOR ME
During high school, she occasionally attended Sunday morning
worship services. Following graduation from Gardena High School in
1977, she discontinued going to GVBC, however, she remained
steadfast in her belief in God. She attended L.A. Harbor College
(LAHC) for a few years. After leaving LAHC, she eventually started
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[L] Cindy with Rodney Kagawa
and Rosie Garnica
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working for Hughes Aircraft (HA). Later HA became GM Hughes Electronics and
subsequently, Raytheon. When Raytheon was downsizing, Cindy was laid off in July 2012.
At the end of her career at Raytheon, she worked as a publications production typist and
was one of the few who had government clearance for the type of work she was doing.
After receiving notice of her layoff (a job which she held for over 26 years) an inquisitive
fellow employee asked her, “How can you be so calm after being laid off?”

“God has other plans for me,” she confidently responded.

GOD IS WORKING IN AND THROUGH HER
Today, being a caring individual, Cindy enjoys helping out in her current part-time jobs.
She is a part-time caregiver to an elderly woman. She also works at her family’s dentist
office. An animal lover, she also tenderly cares for her pets. She has two dogs, Blackie, a
male American Staffordshire Terrier and Kayla, a female Border Collie mix. In the past, she
has also had cats as pets. She has helped strays as well.

Cindy’s favorite Bible verse, Psalm 46:10 reminds her how God is working in and through
her.

“Be still and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I
will be exalted in the earth.”

Cindy feels blessed to be used by God to minister through the Evangelism Ministry, Friday
Food Ministry, and Guest Relations. Through the three ministries and The Rock community
group, she has and continues to grow in her faith. She loves being used by the Lord to help
and minister to people and animals.

(Cindy Iiyama Profile 2)

Monday, July 11 to Friday, July 15
It’s time for Vacation Bible School Fun!

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Vacation Bible School is a wonderful opportunity for everyone in the
GVBC body to minister to the young children in our neighborhood and
in our church. Would you consider just one of the many ways you can
help us bring Jesus to the lives of these young ones?

Fill out and return the volunteer form and application as soon as you
can and we will contact you with a confirmation.

Please fill out a form even if you have already committed to help. We
need a form on file from every volunteer.

Volunteer DEADLINE is June 26, 2016 due to a new policy of
performing background checks.

Place this completed form in the VBS Box in the Narthex or the
offering bag on Sunday morning or return to the church office.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR

CAVE QUEST
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
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OUR MISSION FIELD
THEREFORE, GO AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS. — MATTHEW 28:19

KEN & DIANE KUDO, SEPAL SAO PAULO, BRAZIL
“Praise the Lord with us for our granddaughter’s outstanding performance
(number one in her class) at Redmont High,” wrote Ken and Diane. They
are referring to Jodie, daughter of Kimi (the Kudos’ daughter) and
Eduardo Takahashi (the Kudos’ son-in-law). Through Ken and Diane’s
ministry in Brazil, Kimi and Eduardo met and eventually married. They
raised their family in the U.S. The Kudos affirmed that Jodie is a fruit of
Kimi and Eduardo’s marriage and walk with Christ.

PETE & SHERYL SILZER, WYCLIFFE BIBLE TRANSLATORS
Sheryl praises God that she made the three back-to-back trips in April:
flying to the Talbot class on April 6, flying to UK on April 8 to work with the
virtual Relational Thinking (RT) team, and flying to Colorado on April 17 to
attend the 9th International Language and Culture Congress. At the
congress, Sheryl gave two presentations. One presentation was on the
differences between English and Chinese/Japanese/Korean languages.
The second presentation was an information session on the Cultural self
Discovery workshop for multicultural teams.

In early to mid-June, Sheryl has a full schedule. Sheryl will return to Talbot
to teach the Asian American Doctor of Ministry course. She looks forward
to her family reunion on June 11. She’ll also go to Minneapolis to present
a paper on her co-authored book, “Tapestry of Grace: Unraveling the
Cultural Complexities of Asian Life and Ministry.” In July, Sheryl looks
forward to being home and tending her garden.

“Thank you for your prayers,” write Sheryl. Recently, Sheryl received word
from the doctor that she had a clear CT scan from her neck to her
abdomen. Sheryl’s blood sugar readings were lower and she is exploring
further dietary changes that may further reduce it. She would also like
prayer about the RT team’s two year project. The team seeks to meet and
eventually redesign the Relational Analytic Tool that measures
relationships. This tool will be used in Asia.

PHILIP & CORENNE GARRISON SMITH,
INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES, SAO PAULO, BRAZIL
“Thank you for your prayers and support. We love doing what we do and
are humbled you support us to help in our efforts to make a difference in
the lives of our street kids. Here are the highlights on what is happening
and how you can pray:
 Church:  We have started our second church at Hope Mountain, our

second project in the north of Brazil where we are currently living. Our
hope is it will reach our graduate families as well as serve the needs
of the children currently living with us. We are discipling our first group
of kids to be baptized. Pray for them as they become new creations in
Christ.

 Prison:  We now have a ministry to children in prison. The over-
crowded juvenile prison down the road has allowed us to offer church
services and other classes. Best behavior inmates (all under the age
of 17) are allowed to participate in our job training courses on our
campus. The government told us there is a 100% return rate to prison.
We can now be instrumental in fighting these numbers. Pray in the
name of Jesus to turn this situation around!

 School:  We continue to offer job training courses to at-risk teenagers
in the very poor community surrounding Hope Mountain. After
resolving gang turf wars, we’ve had 400 students graduate with
various certificates. At the beginning of this year, we offered new
professional preparation courses, such as administrative assistant,
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OUR PRAYERS AND CONDOLENCES GO OUT TO
Duane & Sheryl Yoshida and family in the passing of Sheryl’s father
who passed away on Thursday, May 12. The Celebration of Life
service was held on Saturday, May 21 at the New Heights church in
Vancouver, Washington.

FAMILY NEWS
A NEW COMMAND I GIVE YOU: LOVE ONE ANOTHER . . . — JOHN 13:34

RIGHT HAND OF FELLOWSHIP
On Sunday, May 22, the Right Hand of Fellowship was extended to our new members.
We send a welcome into the GVBC family to:

James & Jinhee Choung Mike Tsai Tim & Nana Davies

nail salon technician, auto mechanic, and computer courses. Pray for more
partners to come alongside us to give our students opportunities for paid
internships.

 Residential:  The students who live with us are by far our first priority. It is
very rewarding that 100% of our house parents are now former alumni of
our program or from our sister project Youth With a Mission in Belo
Horizonte. Pray for them as they parent homes with 12 to 15 kids who are
broken, lost, full of potential and are sometimes hard to love.

 The Smith Family:  We are happy and healthy. Both Marc, 12, and Bella,
7, did well in their studies, have a wonderful group of Christian friends and
attend a very supportive and loving school. Bella spent a good part of
February through June of last year in and out of the hospital, but with the
help of a wonderful tutor, she is now on track. We are thankful that the last
8 months have been filled with swimming, ballet and the normal mischief of
childhood.

 Children who died this past year:  We buried 3 of our students who ran
away. Pablo (12), Alan (12), and Rodrigo Lisboa (16). Unfortunately,
another one of our boys was assassinated. Yet, another ran away and was
beaten and left for dead. He remembers hearing one of his assailants
saying, “I think he’s still breathing.” Please pray for us to have Divine
wisdom and compassion as we struggle to serve this population of youth.
Unlike the program in Campinas, virtually all our students are under both
death threats and the watchful eyes of drug traffickers. And, the death
threats are real. That is why we are here.

Your prayers have been felt and we know it is because of these prayers we
have witnessed some victories this past year. Thank you all for all you do to
help us stay on the field. We love you. — Corenne, Phil, Marc and Isabella

(Our Mission Field 4)
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FYI  EVENTS CALENDAR

MISSIONS PRAYER GATHERING

Every second Tuesday 7:00 p.m., Room 119. This is a
prayer time for our missionaries and GVBC's ongoing
missions work. Please join us for prayer; open to all.
Information on our missionaries and mission projects will
be provided. For questions please contact Linda Hayashi
through the church office.

DISCOVERING JESUS

Sundays at 10:45 a.m. in Room 214. Come and meet
Jesus in a way you’ve never met him before. In this study
series, you will experience Jesus up-close and personal
through the re-imagined stories of people from the Bible.
Sign up by filling out and returning the tear-off on the flyer
in the Narthex. Return it to the Guest Center in the
Courtyard or the church office. For more information,
contact Cyril Nishimoto at cynish@aol.com.

MAHALO: MERCY AFFIRMATION HEALING
ACCOUNTABILITY LOVE OVERCOMING

MAHALO Sundays, 7:00 — 8:30 p.m., Room 201 (upstairs
in the Nichigo homeroom). Mahalo is a Christ-centered
healing ministry for anyone and/or their loved ones who
are challenged by habits, hurts, idols, attachments, or
addictions. For more information contact Pastoral Intern
Diane Ujiiye at the church office.

MOMMY MEET UP

Tuesdays at 9:30 — 11:30 a.m. at GVBC. The group’s aim
is to provide mothers with a spiritually uplifting time of
fellowship, study and sharing, led by Monica Matsushima.
Contact Tammy Hernandez at tammy@gvbc.net or call her
at the office.

WORK DAY

Saturday, June 4, 8:00 a.m. We start with wake-up coffee
and donuts. No experience needed to help with minor
repairs, landscaping maintenance and cleaning. Come
when you can, leave when you must.

CLASSES 101, 201 & 401

Sunday, June 5 starting at 12:30 PM

Class 101— Taught by Pastor Steve, this class is for those
who are interested in baptism &/or membership.

Class 201— Taught by Pastors Annette & James, this
class helps you develop spiritual maturity.

Class 401— Taught by Pastor Chris & Layne. Learn how
to redefine your life’s mission and life as a witness to
Christ.

A light lunch will be provided. Sign-up for a class by
emailing or calling the office.

FATHER’S DAY

Sunday, June 19. This will be our baptism service and
fathers & graduates will also be recognized.

JCI CARNIVAL

Volunteers will be needed Sunday, June 26 in the
afternoon to help with this community event.

GVBC 2016 WOMEN’S RETREAT

Saturday, June 25 to Sunday, June 26 at BIOLA University,
La Mirada. Our theme is “Prayer Can Change Your Life:
The Power of Prayer” based on James 5:16b. Stephanie
Nakayama will speak on “Knowing God Through Prayer” on
Saturday and on Sunday, Marianne Matsuda will speak on
“The Power of Prayer”. Registration ends Sunday, June 5.
Register at the Women’s Retreat table in the Courtyard
after first service or in the Community Hall after second
service.

OFFICE CLOSED

Monday, July 4 Independence Day Federal Holiday

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS)

CAVE QUEST—Following Jesus the Light of the World
Monday, July 11 to Friday July 15. Registration for finished
Preschool to finished 5th grade is in progress. Space is
limited!

17TH ANNUAL 2016 GVBC GOLF TOURNAMENT

Friday, August 12, Rio Hondo Golf Club in Downey,
12:00 p.m. Shotgun start. Proceeds will benefit GVBC’s
seminarians and Friday Food Ministry — providing meals
for disadvantaged and homeless. Currently taking
registration. Early Bird Deadline: $150 must be paid by
Sunday, July 10. Volunteers and Tee Sponsors needed.
Sign up flyers on the Narthex counter.

OFFICE CLOSED

Monday, September 5. Labor Day Holiday

MEN’S RETREAT — SAVE THE DATE

Saturday, September 24 to Sunday, September 25, Victory
Ranch in Moreno Valley. For all men college-age and up.
This is a great time of fellowship, sharing, support and
teaching plus lots of fun during your free time.

HARVEST FESTIVAL

Monday, October 31, 5:30 — 7:30 p.m. Set up will be
Sunday, October 30 after the worship service. More info to
follow.

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS

Sunday, November 6. Fall BACK one hour.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

NEXT SPIRIT ISSUE
Available online Wednesday, June 15 at www.gvbc.net “Our Newsletter.” Hard copies available in the
Narthex and the back of the Community Hall. All articles should be submitted by Sunday, June 12.

Christian Service Scholarships
This scholarship is given as an encouragement to GVBC college students (or those
who will be in college this fall) who use their Spiritual gifts in Christian service. Up to
$750 will be awarded to applicants. See application in the Narthex for requirements.
Application & recommendation DEADLINE is June 20, no exceptions. For info
contact Wendy Nakano, ext. 672, wendy@gvbc.net.

PRIMETIMER’S EXPERIENCES
 CATALINA ISLAND ADVENTURE:  Wednesday, October 19, $154 per person (includes ferry boat fee, motorcoach

transportation and gratuity for the driver), [make checks out to GVBC with Catalina on memo line]. Departs 7:00 a.m.
from GVBC, returns approx. 6:00 p.m. Roundtrip ferry service aboard the Catalina Express. [NOTE: DEADLINE
date changed: final payment due Sunday, September 4. Take a guided scenic tour of Avalon as a guide shares
interesting Catalina Island history and folklore from the comfort of an open-air tram. Free time to explore the
waterfront lined with shops and restaurants. Lunch on your own [make checks payable to GVBC, Catalina in subject
line).

 THE MISSION INN HOLIDAY LIGHT FESTIVAL: Thursday, December 8, $118 per person (includes gratuity for the driver).
DEADLINE for final payment is Sunday, November 13. Tour departs at 12:30 p.m. from GVBC and returns
approximately 9:30 p.m. Experience a memorable afternoon and evening enjoying the holiday traditions of
historic Riverside. Guided tour of the world famous Mission Inn — a National Heritage Landmark — bedecked in
holiday splendor. You’ll have time to explore on your own and do some holiday shopping. Later, your have a
holiday dinner at The Old Spaghetti Factory. After dinner when night falls, you’ll return to the Mission Inn to

experience the light show of over three million lights and more than 350 animated figures.
To pick up a flyer, an application, or be placed on the Waiting List, contact Richard or Keiko Imatomi or visit their table in
the Courtyard after the worship services.

FRIDAY FOOD MINISTRY by Gerald Mayewaki

The GVBC Friday Food
Ministry team recently came
together for back-to-back
Friday outings at St John’s.

On April 29th, we were
blessed to have about 80
people come out to join us for
dinner. The dinner featured

“Back Home in Lahaina’s” awesome Lahaina Fried
Chicken. Thanks for your generosity Roger! To go along
with the chicken, our team prepared teri-weiners, rice,
green salad, green beans, garlic bread, fruit cocktail w/
watermelon and bananas, cookies and punch. Our
scripture for the day was from John 14:15-21.

On May 6th, we had about 60
guests join us for a spaghetti
dinner. We served the
spaghetti with garlic bread,
green salad, corn, fruit cocktail
w/watermelon, cookies and
lemonade. Our wonderful
praise team led by Gary
Yoshiba blessed everyone with

wonderful praise songs and oldies over dinner and the
Robinette’s graciously brought bottled water and granola
bars for our guests to take with them. I was able to share
a little of my “checkered” past with our guests and this led
to our scripture for the day, which came from
Lamentations 3:19-24.

I remember my affliction and my wandering,
the bitterness and the gall.
I well remember them,

and my soul is downcast within me.
Yet this I call to mind

and therefore I have hope:

Because of the LORD’s great love we are not consumed,
for his compassions never fail.

They are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.

I say to myself, “The LORD is my portion;
therefore I will wait for him.”

The joy, fellowship, and team spirit that goes along with
the willingness to set aside time to serve the poor and
needy in the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus, is such
a blessing to be a part of. Thank you everyone! Praise
God!
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GVBC Staff

STEVE LANGLEY Senior Pastor ext. 0

EIJI OSATO Associate Pastor, Nichigo ext. 676

DANIEL MATSUDA Associate Pastor ext. 681

JAMES CHANG Assistant Pastor ext. 679

ANNETTE KAKIMOTO Assistant Pastor ext. 680

CHRIS KOGA Assistant Pastor
BRAD TOY College-age Director
LAYNE WAKUTA Youth Director ext. 684

SUSAN WAKUTA Children’s Director ext. 689

TAMMY HERNANDEZ Early Childhood Coordinator
EMILY NOGUCHI Nursery Coordinator
LEE MATSUNAMI Worship Music & Arts Coordinator
NAOTO FUNADA Nichigo Worship Coordinator
WENDY NAKANO Office Manager ext. 672

PEGGY KUSHIGEMACHI Financial Assistant ext. 675

JAN MAGNANI Secretary ext. 671

REI ABE Nichigo Secretary ext. 677

SANDY TSUKAMOTO Christian Education Secretary ext. 678

SUSIE SHELLEY Newsletter Editor ext. 673

GERALD MAYEWAKI Facilities Assistant
SOCORRO “COCO” KAGAWA Maintenance Assistant
JAI PHETSOMPHOU Maintenance Assistant
ROBERT KATO Sunday Services Assistant
EDMOND AVIADO Sunday Services Assistant

VBS
Monday, July 11

to
Friday, July 15

[See page 3]

English Worship Services: 8:45 a.m. & 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School concurrent

Japanese Worship Service: 10:45 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., Room 206

SUNDAY, JUNE 5/COMMUNION
Pastor James Chang
This is Our Story=Shipwrecked!  Acts 27-28

SUNDAY, JUNE 12
Special Speaker
Rev. Dr. Sam Chetti

SUNDAY, JUNE 19
FATHER’S DAY/BAPTISM/GRAD RECOGNITION
Mercy Overflowing=The Book of Ruth
Pastor Steve Langley

SUNDAY, JUNE 26
Mercy Overflowing=Psalms


